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“Night fishing”  acrylic on linen, 55x42cm, 2009

Carolina Raquel Antich: Nightfall

Night falls, but twilight plays host to a strange phosphorescence. 
Carolina Antich's most recent series of works immediately draws 
attention to a renewed sensitivity to painting's materiality: relief, 
contrast, vibration. The rarefaction of her earlier work—scenes 
bare to the point of transparency or shyly intimated—is subtly 
challenged. Painting's reason commands, privileging buildups 
and overlays: traces of a formal inquiry that can accept and 
transform mistakes into disquieting form. These presences dot the 
new paintings; irruptions that are more or less phantasmagoric, 
by they of the artist or her figures. They can be objects from 
other worlds, traces of a catastrophic event, small animals 
captured at night, or figures emanating a fated light. The figures 
are always children absorbed in their discoveries, their 
expressions deeply concentrated. They live with a strange 
distance, they watch us from their refuge, they leave us a 
premonition of their secrets. Seeking complicity in their cold, 
reserved glance is of no use. A child hidden behind a tree gazes 
out with wide open eyes: he doesn't seem to be afraid but remains 
attentive to every signal. An absolutely dazzling, fair, still 
nameless young girl is caressed by the foliage of a nocturnal 
wood. In a vaguely oneiric landscape, a group of children swim 
in a stretch of water inundated with light. Here too the contrast is 
clear: the form of a tree in a completely dark foreground resumes 
the themes of the wood and the gaze seeking shelter—even if it is 
now the viewer peering out from the shadows. With this play of 
concealment and deliberate distance, Antich no longer evokes a 
fairytale world but the coldness of introversion, certainly not that 
of indifference, but that which is the condition of utmost 
exposure.
Francisco Rocca

CAROLINA RAQUEL ANTICH was born in Rosario, Argentina in 
1970. Lives and works in Venice, Italy. In 2005 she was a finalist in the 
Prize for Young Italian Art at the 51st Edition Venice Biennale. She has 
exhibited extensively in Europe and The United States. 'Nightfall' is her 
second solo exhibition in Japan at Art-U room.
www.carolinaantich.com/
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Exhibition details:
Carolina Raquel Antich: Nightfall
Nov. 27 - Dec.20. 2009
Tue.-Sat. 12:00-19:00.  Sun.12:00-17:00.  closed Mon.
Opening reception with the artist: Nov. 27th, 18:00 - 20:30.
Supported by Florence Lynch Gallery, New York

For further information and images, please inquire by phone 
or e-mail.

“Far” (detail)  acrylic on linen, 73x72cm, 2009

“Bathers”  acrylic on linen, 128x160cm, 2009


