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Tomoko Inagaki: Forcing House
Art-U room presents Tomoko Inagaki’s “Forcing House”,  
her first solo exhibition at Art-U room in a decade, 
following her “Soap Opera” show in 2004.

Inagaki works with a mix of different forms of media, 
including video, photography, and installations, focusing 
attention on the actions and customary behaviors that we 
normally engage in unconsciously in our daily lives. 
Through an additional manipulation, such as extreme 
exaggeration or excessive repetition, these works highlight 
the irrationality and violence that lurks within such 
behavior. This is an allusion to the systems of our consumer 
society, which are so sophisticated that people don’t even 
realize they are being manipulated. As if wielding her art 
like a crystal ball, Inagaki has seen right through to the 
anxiety of modern-day people, who find themselves at a 
dead end amidst the whirlwind of information that excites 
both their ambitions and, paradoxically, their insecurities.

The video installation “Forcing House” based on a 
greenhouse enveloped in one-way mirrors, was exhibited in 
the artist’s solo exhibition “Project ‘Mirrors’” at Kyoto Art 
Center in February 2013, and is now being exhibited in 
Tokyo for the first time. The title “Forcing House” alludes 
to  a  g reenhouse  in  which  the  growth  of  c rops  i s  
intentionally speeded up, as well as to a house in which 
certain deeds are forced upon whatever is trapped within. A 
greenhouse at first seems to be a utopian environment for 
plants, with controlled temperature and environment, but it 
can be reinterpreted in a contradictory light when seen from 
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another perspective, such as its use to force the rapid growth of crops in order to increase profit by shipping them to market 
as soon as possible. Visitors can enter the greenhouse, which has plants placed on the floor. Behind the plants are projected 
images of a woman bent over in a pose that would make it hard to breathe. This situation can be seen as reflecting the 
circumstances of modern-day people who live in a consumer society that initially appears to be a paradise, but, like the 
plants in the greenhouse, are constantly being forced to do things against their will, the victims of various forms of codified 
oppression.

Tomoko INAGAKI was born in Osaka, Japan in 1975. Received B.A. in Fine Arts from Middlesex University London in 
2001. Became interested in performance art while studying in the U.K., and later created video installations using footage 
taken as a record of performances, combining the video with devices such as furniture and clothing. In addition to her 
exhibition history in Japan, including “Komorebi” (Art Tower Mito, 2003), “Osaka Art Kaleidoscope—Spring, Flower, 
Life” (CASO, 2004), “Mirage in Summer” (Gunma Museum of Art, Tatebayashi, 2005), and “In-between“ (msc Gallery, 
Doshisha Women’s College of Liberal Arts, 2010), she has also exhibited widely during her stays abroad. From this april 
Inagaki will participate in a residency program at Vermont Studio Center. 
http://tomokoinagaki.com

Exhibition details:
Tomoko Inagaki: Forcing House
March 8 - 23. 2014
Tue.-Sat. 12:00-19:00. Sun.12:00-17:00. closed Mon.
■ March 8th, 5PM~ Artist talk: guest Osamu Kokufu (artist), 6~8PM Opening Reception
Support: Kobe Art Village Center
For further information and images, please inquire by phone or e-mail.

“In Between” 2011, video, 6min42sec


